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Section A: The Vision and Outcomes Framework
1 Is the Vision that is set out for the National Transport Strategy the right Vision for transport policy over the next 20 years?

No

Please explain your answer.:

It implies that these four pillars are of equal weight, but unless we FULLY address the climate emergency, the other three will fail; therefore I would prefer to see a vision such as: Transport and Travel in Scotland will reduce emissions and help the country adapt to the climate emergency. We will do this is ways that are as equitable, economic and healthy as possible.

2a Are the Priorities and Outcomes that the Strategy is trying to achieve the right Priorities and Outcomes for transport policy over the next 20 years?

No

Please explain your answer.:

The outcomes of each priority must be to reduce the amount of car travel overall in Scotland (given that it makes 40% of emissions), with a priority for urban areas where active travel and public transport are more efficient and effective.

Not only for climate emergency reasons, but because with an ageing population plus more younger people 
not driving, the need for non-car travel is paramount. We must as a nation remove the dominance of cars on our communities and on the designs of our towns and cities; prioritising active travel and public transport.
 2b Are some of these Priorities and Outcomes more important than others or are they equally important?
Please explain your answer.:

Climate Change is paramount, because this will define our century and determine how we deliver everything else. Reducing car travel is more important and will determine all other measures.
3 Are the Challenges the Strategy highlights in Chapter 3 the key Challenges for transport, or are there others the Strategy should focus on?

Please explain your answer.:

It identifies climate change as a key challenge, but does not address the massive impacts the climate emergency will have on our transport infrastructure and networks (eg flooding and storm damage to roads and railways in low-lying, coastal and upland areas, storm damage to electricity supplies).

It does not recognise the pressing finite nature of available oil and gas supplies (defined as much by cost of recovery/cost of extraction as geological, technical and political constraints)

Climate Change and Peak Oil demand the need to create a social infrastructure that is independent of fossil fuels; and strengthens resilient and locally-robust travel (rather than transport) networks.

This Strategy approaches transport as a way of serving existing needs, but it does nothing to address the needs of a society where fossil fuels will not be available or morally justifiable and long-distance personal travel is far less common.

Section B: The Policies to Deliver the NTS
4a Are these the right policies to deliver Priorities and Outcomes of the National Transport Strategy?

Please explain your answer.:

No.

Many of these policies seek to deliver outcomes that are conflicting or contradicting. They imply delivering 'the same but different' (ie the same amount and type of transport but by different technological means) rather than asking the key questions:

1) How much transport is: a) good for our society, b) feasible in a climate emergency, and c) feasible without fossil fuels?

2) How do we change the way we move people and goods around Scotland to answer those questions?

4b Are some of these policies more important than others or are they equally important?

Please provide details.:

They are all useful actions, but need an underlying strategy to reduce and change the amount of powered transport that we do; for work, for recreation and for transporting goods.

Section C: Transport governance – democracy, decision-making and delivery
5a Are there specific decisions about transport in Scotland that are best taken at the national level (e.g. by Transport Scotland or the Scottish Government), at a regional (e.g. by Regional Transport Partnerships ), or at a local level (e.g. by Local Authorities)?

Please explain your answer, by providing examples of where you believe transport related decisions should be taken.:

Where possible, the providers and operators of transport services should be publicly owned and operated; either at national or local authority or regional transport partnership level, depending on mode - so rail needs to be owned and operated at national level, ferries at RTP level, buses at Council or RTP level.

Service decisions should be made as locally as possible, and of course there needs to be proper integration of timetables, stations/stops/terminals and timetables.

There should be national decisions (eg to build no new major roads) and local (eg to maintain roads, to create new active travel routes within and between towns).

National priorities should be set nationally and should be implemented regionally or locally. Communities should be further empowered to ask for and be able to fund local infrastructure improvements.

5b Should local communities be involved in making decisions about transport in Scotland? If so, how should they be involved, and on which specific issues should they be involved in making decisions on?

Please explain your answer, by providing examples of which transport decisions local communities should be involved in, also suggesting how they should be involved.:

Yes see 5A

Bus routes are usually driven by Operator profit rather than community need, and tend to provide hub-and-spoke services rather than linking communities (both rural and urban).

Bus routes need to be linked with walk and cycle routes.

These are the main decisions that need to be based on community decisions.

Section D: The Strategy as a whole
6 Does the National Transport Strategy address the needs of transport users across Scotland, including citizens and businesses located in different parts of the country?

No

Please explain your answer.:

It prioritises car users and freight transport. It prioritises those with the resources to own and drive cars, it does nothing to reduce the dependency on cars of eg housing developments, retail parks, industrial estates etc etc which require car access.

It does not directly challenge designers of housing and workplace developments to require them to make all locations accessible by public transport and active travel. Many housing developments are designed to be as difficult to service by bus as possible, being stuck on the edges of towns and often with winding and unconnected roads.

Section E: Looking Ahead
7a What aspects of the transport system work well at the moment?

Please provide details.:

Public transport in Edinburgh (owned by the Council).

7b What practical actions would you like to see the National Transport Strategy take to encourage and promote these?

Please provide details.:

More public ownership by Local Authorities of bus services.

8a What aspects of the transport system do not work well at the moment?

Please provide details.:

Massive new road-building to save minuscule amounts of driving time (tackling the symptom not the cause). 
Fast road traffic through communities where people live.

Wretched and inconsistent bus services across much of Scotland.

Inadequate walking and cycling routes that avoid roads made for cars and lorries. 
Housing and Industrial developments designed for car dependency.

Rail system where ticketing and services are complex, expensive and where there are competing providers. 
Ferry services.

Transport services and safe travel routes to and within poor communities.

8b What practical actions would you like to see the National Transport Strategy take to improve these?

Please provide details.:

Build no new roads.

Build new active travel routes to enable commuting and recreational travel.

Demand all new housing and industrial developments are designed to be easily accessible by public transport and segregated active travel, and private cars are kept away from where people live and play.

Prioritise public transport to poorer communities - this will mean service provision based on need rather than profitability.

Create a rail system where the track, stations and services are provided by publicly-owned and accountable providers, where profits return to the public purse and not to shareholders.

Upgrading the long-distance rail routes so that all main lines are dual-track for their entire length.
Publicly-owned and managed ferry services, where prices reflect Road Equivalent Tariff.

9  Chapter 6 of the Strategy sets out immediate actions the Scottish Government will take in three key areas: Increasing Accountability; Strengthening Evidence; and Managing Demand. Is there anything you would like to say about these actions?

Please provide details.:

I don't understand the 'Increasing Accountability' section. The problem now is that there are fine words by government, sometimes half-decent objectives written down; but these are over-ridden when vested interests make enough noise - at national (Parliament or Ministerial) level or at Council (planning application) level. Strengthening Evidence works only if the right questions are asked. I would need to see a much more robust set of questions about all of the points made above; otherwise it becomes merely an exercise in describing the status quo, rather than delivering change. This Strategy must be about major and radical change in how *and why* we travel, and the questions must reflect that.

Managing Demand shows the correct priorities, but it needs much more than a TRANSPORT strategy to deliver this. It needs a whole new way of designing towns, cities, rural areas, island communities etc to design OUT the NEED for ANY form of travel.

10  Is there anything else you would like to say about the National Transport Strategy?

Please provide details.:

So much of the wider discussion of alternative fuel vehicles (hydrogen, electricity etc) and energy efficiency etc are trying to replace fossil fuel transport on a like-for-like basis. This can never happen: there simply aren't enough resources to build the same number of electric (etc) cars as we have petrol or diesel currently.

Any long-term strategy in any aspect of government has to recognise that in order to survive the climate emergency, we have to radically change *how* we organise society, work, travel, housing, tourism, freight movement; and *where* we do these things - there are many coastal, wet and low-lying routes that may become permanently or regularly impassible. We need to create social infrastructure that requires less transport and builds more resilient and self-sustaining communities.

We must not continue to build to meet demand, but must reduce demand and explain this properly, so that people are enabled to be part of the solution not seen as the problem.

Section F: Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA)
11  What are your views on the accuracy and scope of the information used to describe the SEA environmental baseline set out in the Environmental Report?

Please give details of additional relevant sources.:

Fair enough, but the balance needs to be re-weighted, as per answers above.

12  What are your views on the predicted environmental effects as set out in the Environmental Report?

What are your views on the predicted environmental effects as set out in the Environmental Report?:

fine words, but: a) probably not enough, and b) easily diverted away from radical to cosmetic changes.

13  What are your views on the proposals for mitigation and monitoring of the environmental effects set out in the Environmental Report?

What are your views on the proposals for mitigation and monitoring of the environmental effects set out in the Environmental Report?:

as Q12

14  Is there anything else you would like to say about the Environmental Report?

no
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